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| § Capitala Regatului Dac, Sarmizegetusa Regia, era formata
din trei parti: cetatea, zona sacra si agezarea civila.

Unele dintre piesele constructiilor de cult erau inca vizibile
printre copacii seculari care acopereau intreg dealul la inceputul sec.
al XIX-lea. Cercetarea lor sistematica a inceput doar in perioada
interbelica si, treptat, au fost descoperite opt temple rectangulare de
tipul aliniamentelor de coloane si doua circulare. Ele au functionat in
etape succesive de-a lungul perioadei cuprinse intre sec. | a. Chr. —
inceputul sec. Il p. Chr. De remarcat cé toate sunt grupate pe doua
terase antropogene sustinute de ziduri masive.

in antichitate, se cobora in zona sacra dinspre cetate pe un
drum pavat cu lespezi de calcar, ce era folosit, foarte probabil, in
timpul procesiunilor religioase (1). Cu putin inainte de aria cu
monumente, el se bifurca, o ramura a sa ajungand in dreptul terasei a
X-a, iar o alta mergand pana pe terasa a Xl-a, unde se termina printr-o
piateta pavata. '

n prezent, din templele de acum 2000 de ani sunt vizibile pe
teren plintele circulare pe care se sprijineau coloanele, din lemn sau
piatra, si pilastrii din calcar sau andezit care aveau rolul de a marca
perimetrul sacru.
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Pentru unele dintre edificii au fost documentate arheologic mai
multe faze. Este cazul templului mare de calcar dispus in partea
sudicé a zonei sacre (2), pentru care sunt cunoscute trei etape de
constructie / reconstructie, precum si al templului de andezit cu 60 de
coloane de pe terasa a X-a, care suprapune un alt monument de cult
din care s-au pastrat doar un bloc de colt si cativa stalpi de calcar (3).

Spatiul templului mare circular (4), monument emblematic
pentru civilizatia dacica, era delimitat printr-un cerc continuu de
blocuri masive din andezit, dublat de o centura de pilastri. In interior
au fost gasite urmele unor stalpi de lemn placati cu lut, care sustineau
un perete circular intrerupt de patru intrari diametral opuse. Centrul
sau era ocupat de o incépere absidat4 orientata solstitial. In imediata
apropiere au fost descoperite elementele unui alt templu circular, dar
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Marginea de nord a zonei sacre era ocupata de doua temple
patrulatere din andezit, al caror plan includea cate 18 coloane (6).

Un rol aparte in cadrul ansamblului ceremonial de la
Sarmizegetusa Regia fi revenea altarului de andezit (7). Lichidele
varsate pe suprafata sa in timpul aducerii de jertfe zeilor se scurgeau,
prin intermediul unui jgheab cioplit intr-un bloc de calcar, in canalul
deversor care strabate terasa a Xl-a.

Templele de aici constituie un reper major pentru istoria
religioasa a dacilor. Numarul mare de edificii de cult si arhitectura lor
monumentalé reprezintd argumentele principale care au permis
identificarea Sarmizegetusei Regia cu Cogaionon — muntele sfant al
dacilor—amintit intr-un fragment antic despre daci.




E-I-E Sarmizegetusa Regia, the central place of the Dacian
kingdom, consisted of three main functional parts: the fortress, the
sacred area and the civilian settlement.

Some stone fragments belonging to the ancient religious
buildings were still visible in the woods that covered the entire hill at
the beginning of the 19" century. The systematic research of these
remains, dating back from the Late Iron Age, started only in the two
world wars. Eight rectangular temples (of the type consisting of
ranges of columns) and two circular ones were then progressively
discovered. These temples were in use in sequential stages from the
1% century BC to the beginning of the 2™ century AD. All of them are
located on two large artificial terraces supported by massive
limestone walls.

In the ancient times a road paved with limestone slabs allowed
the access from the fortress downwards to the sacred area (1). Most
likely this road was used during religious processions. Right before
the area where the religious monuments were built the road splits in
two, one way was leading to the 10" terrace while the other way led to
the 11" terrace, ending in a small paved platform, just in front of the
greatround temple.
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Nowadays, from the 2000 years old temples only the circular
plinths on which the wooden or stone columns stood, and the
limestone and andesite pilasters — that marked the sacred perimeter —
are still visible.

More building phases were archaeologically documented for
some of the edifices. It is the case of the large limestone temple
located on the southern part of the sacred area (2) which underwent
three building phases/reconstruction, and the andesite temple with 60
columns on the 10" terrace that overlapped another religious
monument from which only a corner stone and a row of limestone
pillars (which once marked it's limits) survived (3).

The area of the large circular temple (4), was delimited by a
continuous circle of massive andesite blocks doubled by a belt of
pilasters. Inside this area prints from large wooden posts were found.
They were the supporting structure for a circular wall with four
entrances. In the centre of the building an apse room (astronomically
oriented) was also found. Elements from another smaller circular

temple, were discovered in the close vicinit ‘5).
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Templu de calcar (reconstituire grafica)
Limestone temple (reconstruction)

P AN

T

Templul mare circular (reconstituire grafica) :

The large circular temple (reconstruction) |




Templul mare de andezit Templu de andezit ‘
The large andesite temple The andesite temple
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